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Document No. sg1
[Pedro Fernandez de Busto to the Crown, Cartagena,
May 25, 1586]
(P. i)                                        t
Catholic Royal Majesty
By an advice-boat which arrived three leagues from this city on
April 5 last, and there anchored (the Englishman being then present
in this harbour with his fleet), I reported2 to Your Majesty on the
disastrous loss of this city and despatched that vessel on the 8th of the
same month for Havana. I sent a detailed account of the event but
will repeat that relation here because communication by sea is
hazardous, so that if that account does not reach its destination this
one may. This is what occurred:
On January 4 of this present year an advice-boat which had been
cleared by the president and officials of the House of Trade at
Seville reached this city with news that Captain Francis Drake was
off the coast of Galicia with a great fleet of 30 ships and eight or ten
pinnaces, carrying 4000 men; and that it was understood that he
would come to do damage in these parts, for which reason we should
be ready and on the alert to defend this city, if he should arrive here.
As soon as I received this despatch I held a muster of the forces
I had and found these to be 300 Spaniards, many of them artisans
of every trade, and nearly all unarmed. In a few days they were all
furnished with harquebuses, and pikes which were made, for there
was not one in the city. I summoned the people from Tolu and
Mompox, which are villages of this jurisdiction. From each of these
two villages came 50 men with their respective captains. From the
seamen was formed another company of another 50, so that in all
I got together 450 harquebuses and pikes. In addition to which I
named three other captains of infantry to command these people. I
gave them all munitions and instructions and the necessary drills
were held.
With the advice of Don Pedro Vique and his captains and other
persons expert in these matters, I fortified all the streets and entrances
to the city, building barricades and digging ditches. I planted artillery
in the trenches at the ends of streets, assigned artillerymen, and issued
1 A. de /., 72-4-6, Santa F6 37. i 1/2 pliegost original.         a Despatch not seen.